
Karrkad Kanjdji Trust Newsletter
Dear supporters of the Karrkad Kanjdji Trust, there are some truly meaningful developments to report
from the recent work of the Djelk and Warddeken Indigenous Protected Areas.

We would like to thank you all for your tremendous support and hope that you enjoy reading these
updates of the valuable work that is taking place in this unique part of Australia.

If you do not wish to receive these newsletters then please click the unsubscribe link at the end of this
email.

Bjorn Everts
CEO
Karrkad Kanjdji Trust

Helping to save an endangered language through the
Nawarddeken Academy curriculum



We are pleased to report that the Nawarddeken Academy continues to be a great success story for the
community of Kabulwarnamyo. The Academy's attendance rate is consistently above 85% and learning
outcomes in literacy and numeracy are up to three times higher than local benchmarks. In addition, the
thoughtful integration of technology and online learning applications is helping the Nawarddeken
Academy to meet the individual learning needs of students in a diverse, multi-age classroom.

An essential element of the Nawarddeken Academy's success is its strong focus on Indigenous
language and culture as it provides the foundation upon which learning disposition and positive identities
are built.  Because of this, the Academy has embarked on an exciting new journey with the arrival of
linguist Dr. Steven Bird. Dr. Bird has been supporting the development and implementation of a unique
Language and Culture Curriculum at the Nawarddeken Academy. He has been working with community
members, assistant teachers and students to develop hands-on Kunwinjku language and culture
resources to support bilingual literacy and grammar learning. He is working in collaboration with Dr.
Murray Garde and the Bininj Kunwok Language Project who have developed a range of Kunwinjku
resources and an online Kunwinjku course that can be accessed from the Bininj Kunwok website.
 

http://bininjgunwok.org.au/


Another exciting development in the Language and Culture Curriculum this term has been been making
preparations to perform the Bordomo ritual. To the knowledge of the elders in Kabulwarnamyo the
Bordomo ceremony has not been performed for two decades. The ceremony is carried out in the dry
season and is associate with the collection of wild honey. It was community founder, Mary Kolkiwarra
Nadjamerrek, who began telling the story about the Bordomo ritual and decided that students should be
shown how to make the traditional headdress and perform the ritual. A number of steps, over several
weeks have been undertaken to perform this ceremony correctly.

Click here for a more detailed letter from Olga Scholes - the Executive Officer of the Nawarddeken
Academy.

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/e3f89ab8d64e8ad8c27e9c4e5/files/66bd97cb-2295-4485-8892-3f09e3c7a186/From_Olga_Scholes.pdf


New internship program provides an exciting pathway to
becoming a Djelk Women's Ranger



2017 celebrated the official commencement of Djelk's Ranger Internship Program. This program
provides unique opportunities for senior Learning on Country (LOC) students to transition from school
on an employment pathway into the Djelk Ranger work-force.

The internship divides the students' time between paid work with the Djelk Rangers and school, where
they continue studies to complete their Year 12 Northern Territory Certificate of Education and Training
(NTCET). Students that apply themselves diligently to the internship and their school commitments will
transition to full-time paid employment with the Djelk Ranger unit.

Djelk currently has 6 senior secondary student interns in their women’s team, all of whom worked very
hard over the last 2 years to successfully complete their Cert II in Conservation and Land Management
allowing them to begin their ranger internship with a solid foundation of skills and knowledge.

Djelk is now 5 months into the internship program. The women rangers are engaged with training and
mentoring the interns throughout their transition into the Djelk workforce. The Djelk interns have been
doing a fantastic job supporting Djelk's land and sea management activities, gaining on-the-job
experience in:

·       Djelk’s Tropical Biosecurity Surveillance Project with the Northern Australian Quarantine Strategy,

·       Survey patrols with the Department of Fisheries, and

·       Annual weed and fire management activities.

We congratulate the interns for such a significant achievement and the Djelk senior women rangers for
their commitment to empowering the next generation of rangers who will help to manage and protect the
Djelk Indigenous Protected Area.

Warddeken monitoring project reveals species not

http://web.ntschools.net/w/maningrida/Pages/learning-on-country.aspx


recorded in over a decade

During the last quarter, the Warddeken Ecological Monitoring Project, supported by the Karrkad Kanjdji

Trust, has deployed rugged camera traps at 60 biodiversity monitoring sites across the 14,000 square

kilometers of the Warddeken Indigenous Protected Area. Data from all 60 sites have now been retrieved

for analysis. Image analysis is being conducted by Indigenous rangers in the remote community of

Manmoyi. Early results have turned up a number of threatened species that have not been recorded in

Warddeken in more than a decade, such as the Northern Quoll. The team worked incredibly hard to install

these sites during the wet season across the vast and rugged escarpments of the west Arnhem Plateau.

Alys Stevens, Warddeken ecologist, was outstanding and received immense support from land owners

and rangers throughout the works.



Djelk Women Rangers successfully finish first season of
crocodile hatechery project

In May this year, the Djelk Women Rangers successfully finished their first season of Djelk’s Crocodile
Hatchery Project, part of a re-emerging local enterprise that stocks crocodile farms with live hatchlings.
Managing this project in its entirety, Djelk women rangers built strong skills in all aspects of the project;
from cleaning and aging the crocodile eggs once collected, to the mechanics of the egg incubator,
chemical handling and hatchling feeding and care. The rangers dedicated many personal hours and
weekends to ensure the eggs and hatchlings were cared for and healthy. The rangers conducted
education workshops with various community groups about this work and what they had learnt. They
have also used this community engagement opportunity to educate children about crocodile risks and
safety precautions in the Djelk Indigenous Protected Area.



ABC News highlights preparation for an ambitious new
rock art management project run by the Warddeken
Women Rangers

Funded by generous philanthropists through the Karrkad Kanjdji Trust, the Warddeken Women's Ranger
Program has employed 62 Indigenous women on a casual basis since it began in July 2016. After
completing comprehensive work-ready training, the rangers have begun the early stages of an
ambitious long-term rock art management project. The project seeks to systematically survey, record,
prioritise and, if necessary, protect rock art across the entire 14,000 square kilometers of the Warddeken
Indigenous Protected Area. The Warddeken plateau is thought to be home to the largest collection of
undocumented rock art in the world. Unlike many rock art projects, this project will be owned and
conducted by Indigenous rangers.

Warddeken has engaged a number of eminent rock art experts to inform the development of the project
design and tools. Rangers have begun field testing and modifying a range of software and data-
capturing applications to determine feasibility. The rangers have also begun initial conservation work at
nearby sites to develop ranger capacity and test management techniques. 

Click here to read a recent ABC news article about the Warddeken Women's Rangers and their rock art
findings. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-30/aboriginal-rangers-discover-rock-art-site-in-arnhem-land/8750046


If you want to change how you receive these reports you can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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